This paper deals with communication verb ask in newspaper discourse. Analysing examples from our corpus we wanted to show lingustic characteristic of the verb ask in this type of written discourse. The analysis shows that the verb is used in more or less similar structures as elsewhere. However, the colligation patterns it occurrs in are something of a novelty and typical of this type of discourse.
It is not rare to combine the communication verb ask with a reflexive pronoun. The purpose of using a reflexive pronoun is to point out that the object of a verb is the same person as the subject of the verb:
It offers "a chance to step back and ask ourselves what kind of country we want to be".
The verb ask used in direct speech tends to have subject verb inversion:
"Can you imagine the inter-departmental conversation between them?" asked one moderate Tory MP.
The verb ask used in newspaper share the characteristics of verbs ask used elsewhere. One of the characteristics of verb ask is that it may occur in the following structural patterns with a to-infinitive clause: There are also examples in which the verb ask has a that-clause as a direct object. In combination with that-clause the verb verb ask has the meaning of request and requires a verb in the subjunctive mood: Other passive constructions with ask show different patterns in which the verb occurred: to-infinitive (9), prepositional phrase (10), NP (11), wh-clause as a direct object (12) and with informal get (13): The examples we studied showed that the verb ask freely combines with adverbs like just (14) and yet (15) and manner adverbs such as politely, simply, equally, merrily, directly, and specifically (16) In a good number of examples the verb ask was used in a combination with for with a meaning to make a request for something. This combination has the same linguistic properties as the verb ask itself. But, in newspaper discourse it enters the whole new set of collocations as it is shown in the 
Conclusion
The communication verb ask is widely used in newsapaper discourse. It enters more or less similar linguistic structures which could be found elsewhere in gramamars. However, it enters the whole new set of collocations that are typical of analysed discourse and shown in this paper.
